Liver transplantation in sickle cell anemia: a case of acute sickle cell intrahepatic cholestasis and a case of sclerosing cholangitis.
Very few cases of liver transplantation in patients with sickle cell disease have been reported in peer-reviewed literature. We reviewed the medical records of two patients with sickle cell disease that received liver transplantation at our institution. The first patient was a 27-year-old female who presented with encephalopathy and cholestatic jaundice with a Hemoglobin S (HbS) level of 69.6%. She was diagnosed with acute sickle cell intrahepatic cholestasis. The second patient was a 26-year-old female with sclerosing cholangitis who presented with encephalopathy, bleeding, and cholestatic jaundice. Her HbS level was normal. Both patients underwent liver transplantation successfully but died in the postoperative period from multiorgan failure. We report a rare case of liver transplantation for acute sickle cell intrahepatic cholestasis and a novel case of transplantation in a patient with sickle cell disease and sclerosing cholangitis. Liver transplantation did not lead to a successful outcome in either case.